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Are you looking for a way to support the Youth Ministry of Good Shep-
herd but don’t want to stay up all night chaperoning a lock-in?  Don’t rel-
ish the idea of a week away on a service trip or a long weekend retreat
burning marshmallows for ‘Smores while campfire smoke chokes you and
makes your eyes water?  Then join us for Easter Breakfast where enjoying
a meal with family and friends also supports the Youth of Good Shepherd.
As in past years, breakfast is offered by the Youth and other volunteers
with costs paid out of a free-will offering and any funds raised above-and-
beyond the costs go directly to supporting Youth Ministry of Good Shep-
herd.  Enjoy a menu including: fruit compote, egg strata, “build your own
burrito” (a youth group favorite), bagels, juice, coffee and tea.  Pre-break-
fast donations to offset costs are welcome.  As are more volunteers! See
you for Easter Sunday morning, April 4 from 7:30 until 10:15am.

Contact 
���:� $� at (708) 383-7589 or by e-mail;
susanandjeff@comcast.net. 
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When you arrive at church on ��"#:�*$��- and are waving your Palm
Frond around, you can feel good that this was purchased through a local
florist (Westgate Flower & Plant Shop - www.westgateflowers.com) who
supports our environment by offering Eco-friendly flowers and plants.
The Palm Fronds come from Continental Farms Incorporated located in
Peotone, IL.  We thank our partners in ministry of being good 
stewards of God’s Creation. Lynn Zamora, Altar Guild.

On 
�*$�-:��*'(��-5:380 we will have our traditional soup supper fol-
lowed by worship.  Please plan to bring either soup, bread, fruit or cheese
for the meal.  

�� "�'�$7(:�%%�:�' ��-:(�'+ ��:, "":��:%$:381:�):0/ 62/�# .  Plan on coming
to this worship service designed for school age and younger children.  In-
teractive activities, music, and the Easter story are all a part of this service.  

��()�' services are the normal worship times of 8am and 10:30am. There
is no Sunday School.
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In addition to the services at Good
Shepherd on Good Friday, you
might want to try something else.
Ascension Catholic Church (808 S.
East Ave.) will have Taize Prayer
around the Cross at 3pm on Good
Friday. It is a very contemplative
service.

Last month we listed some of the
Easter Vigils which will be held in
the area. Here is a slightly expanded
list. All are in Oak Park except Grace
Lutheran.

� 7:30pm — United Lutheran
Church, 409 Greenfield

� 7:30pm — Grace Lutheran
Church, 7300 Division, River
Forest

� 7:30pm — St. Edmund Catholic
Church, 188 S. Oak Park Ave.

� 7:30pm — Grace Episcopal
Church, 924 Lake St.

� 8:00pm — Ascension Catholic
Church, 808 S. East Ave.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is a congrega-
tion of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod
(www.mcselca.org) of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (www.elca.org).

The newsle6er is edited by Marilyn Huebel and
designed by Karen Breitenbach. Submissions
maybe edited for space. Send contributions to
The Shepherd’s Staff, address changes and
Friends & Family news to the church office.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
611 Randolph
Oak Park, IL 60302
Ph. (708) 848-4741
Email: churchoffice@goodshepherdlc.org
www.goodshepherdlc.org

Staff
(708) 848-4741
Rev. Kathy Nolte, Pastor (Ext. #3)
Mark Law, Church Music Director (Ext. #5)
Stuart Leitch, Church Musician (Ext. #5)
Vicki May, Office Manager (Ext. #2)
Laverne Cameron, Sunday Nursery A6endant
Tali Melani, Custodian

Elected Officers:
Jan Salzman, President (708) 386-9394
Jim Spencer, Vice President (708) 836-7027
Ma6 Breitenbach, Secretary (708) 386-3567

Elected Council Members:
Gail Frost  (708) 848-4785
Barb Hunt  (708) 524-1351
Mary Scherer-Emunds  (708) 386-8381
Mitch Theys  (708) 848-7083

Volunteer Commi6ee Chairs:
Christian Education, Pa6y Jurczak
Evangelism, Jim Hunt
Finance, Dan Feiertag
Parish Life, Kelly & Mike Robers
Property, Byron Mowinski/ Dennis Hoeskma
Social Ministry, Susan Greeley
Sustainability, Warren King
Worship, Music and the Arts, Marnie Rourke
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This month we feature Vacation Bible

School.  VBS has been part of summer
for generations and some members
have fond memories from their child-
hood.  
�'!:���%��' says, “I volun-

teer for VBS now because it takes me
back to summers as a kid and the two

weeks spent at VBS.  It was the highlight of my summer – and
the adult leaders made it so.  The least I can do is pass that
great experience along to ‘our’ kids.”

VBS has elements that are fun and interactive while the chil-
dren learn stories of faith.  There are songs, games, and, of
course, food and fellowship.  “I love watching the children
learn and have that AHA! moment (and I learn too)!”, shares
�-$$:��#%'�5 and � (�:�*���$) aggress, “It is so fun to see
the excitement, energy and joy the kids have when they partici-
pate in VBS!  Plus, the volunteers are so fun to be around - the
enthusiasm is contagious.”

Sometimes is it the challenge that gets people involved, like
last year when ��$$:�$�:����-:� $!% had the kids on the
front lawn.  “Frogs, locusts, hail, 3 days of darkness, and a
river of blood . . . the opportunity to concoct a relay race
themed on the 10 Plagues of Egypt was just irresistible!”

��+�:�%)� says, “For we ‘boomers,’ VBS is an opportunity to
get to know the children and parents of Good Shepherd, and
help build a congregation that is important to kids - so that
they may value congregation life all their lives,” and � $��
��'$�) explains, “It’s exciting to be with the kids.  It’s a short
commitment.  The part I do doesn’t require any planning.  Just
shepherd kids around.  I don’t have to cook all week!!!!!!!”

We are gathering our volunteer helpers for this year’s VBS
which will be June 14-June 19.  We are specifically looking for
age group leaders and possibly some rotation leaders.  If you
are interested in volunteering please contact ��))-:
*'�.�!
(708) 848-7318 or � (� �*���$) : (847) 301-1123.  Additionally,
here are the critical dates for the program:

� 4/25: We need to have VBS volunteers identified
� 5/2: Registration kick off featuring a VBS Coffee Hour 

coordinated by Elizabeth Overland
� 5/23: VBS Volunteer Orientation after 10:30am worship
� 6/13: Blessing of Volunteers and set up
� 6/20: VBS Celebration Sunday

We look forward to seeing you around the Baobob tree at Good
Shepherd!



Often when I ask people
outside of the congrega-

tion about the identity
of Good Shepherd the
first thing that they
say is “progressive,
liberal”. Whether
these folks are mem-
bers of other congre-

gations around Oak
Park or are visitors who

have worshipped once or
twice, these words are the

first they use to describe us. 

As I ponder what these words mean in our context I
consistently think of hands and feet attached to hearts.
Our hearts are strong and outward focused towards
those in need in our worshipping community, our
local community and the community around the
world. But it’s not enough for our hearts to take in the
need, we tend to do something about the situations

that settle in our heart. Our hands and feet move.

And so we are a congregation of people who are active
and involved. Certainly on a Sunday morning you will
see our hands holding worship bulletins and choir
folders, but they also hold babies to give another mom
a rest. During the week those hands can be delivering
items to a food pantry or serving food at the P.A.D.S.
center, as well as writing to women and men in con-
gress in order to change policies that hurt those in
need. Our feet may walk towards the communion
table on Sunday, but as we walk out the door we take
Christ with us into the world. Our feet move on the
streets for CROP Walk or down the hall of a hospital.

On April 25th we celebrate Volunteer Sunday in wor-
ship. This isn’t just a celebration of those who are in-
volved in ministry within the walls of Good Shepherd,
although I am deeply grateful for that work. This is a
celebration of how we live our identity as progressive
liberal people living out our Christian Vocation in the
world. On April 25th be prepared to display the min-
istry that you do.

And now
these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.

1Corinthians 13:13

&�()%'=(C� %"*#$CCby kathy nolte
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April is usually a busy month at Good Shepherd, but
this year even more so!  We celebrate Easter, have a
few baptisms scheduled for the month, plus we recog-
nize Earth Sunday and we honor our volunteers.  

We are able to do all of these things and so much
more because of the dedication and work of the many
members who make this church building a congrega-
tion of people. We teach Sunday school, we sing in
the choir, we serve as worship assistants or on altar
guild, we cook meals or wash dishes, we reach out to
other members, we take care of the garden or we
shovel snow.  

This year, on the last Sunday of April (the 25th), we
will acknowledge all of the ways that our members
volunteer – here in our community or elsewhere in
the larger world.   We will be lifting up our time and
talent sheets, letting the committee leadership know
where we would like to serve at Good Shepherd.  We
will also lift up those other volunteer ministries where
we serve – whether it is at the Oak Park Food Pantry,
Ten Thousand Villages, PADS, or any other ministry.

� %"*$)��'C���%�$�)�%$C�*$��-

Time for the Daytimers to get a whiff of spring
on the annual Morton Arboretum tour led by

Nancy Leonard.  We’re planning to leave church at
9:30am on Wednesday April 28th for a day among the
flowers, a ride through the woods and lunch overlook-
ing the lake. And don’t forget the lovely gift shop! 
(Rain date: May 5th)   Mark your calendars and sign up
on the YES! Sheet soon.

� �-)�#�'(C����-C�%'C�&'�$�

Are you a YAM?  Good Shepherd is now start-
ing a group just for young adults, singles and

those in relationships in their 20’s and 30’s.  This group
will consist of any young adult interested in meeting
other young adults who are related however loosely to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  The initial kick off
meeting will be Sunday April 11th at 12pm.  We will
meet at the church in fellowship hall and then decide
together on a place to go for food.  Feel free to invite
friends who are not affiliated with the church!  If you
have any questions please contact 
 ����":�%��'( at
mvrobers@gmail.com or at (708) 386-1568.

� �,C�%*$�C��*")C�'%*&
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For more information on events at Good Shepherd, check out the website –
http://www.goodshepherdlc.org/, the Parish Life blog -
http://gsgsfrost.blogspot.com/ or the Christian Education blog at 

http://cegsgsfrost.blogspot.com/.

�%)C����(;
Do you like food and/ or fun gatherings?  Are you in-
terested in or do you already plan social activities at
Good Shepherd?  If so you may be the perfect person to
join the Parish Life Committee.  
 !�:�$�:��""-
�%��'( have now assumed responsibility for this com-
mittee and are looking for volunteers to give their ideas
on fun activities.  The committee will meet no more
than once a month and part time members are wel-
come.  Please contact Mike Robers at
mvrobers@gmail.com or (708) 386-1568.  Watch the
YES! Sheet for dates and times.

��""C&�%$�C'��-�"�$�
For several years Good Shepherd has
collected used cell phones and
comparable devises, some of
which provide revenue for green ac-
tivities. At the very least, we have
been keeping various electronic de-
vises out of landfills. If anyone wants
to take charge of continuing this effort, please contact
��*'�:�$ )) (708) 383-4307. Laura would be happy to
turn over records and connect you with Pace Butler, the
vendor to whom Good Shepherd sends its phones.

���'$
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The Women’s Network of Lutheran
Social Services of Illinois is holding
their 26th annual Forget-Me-Not
brunch and fashion show on Satur-
day, May 1 at the Meadows Club,
2950 West Gold Rd. in Rolling
Meadows starting at 10am.  
For more information, visit
www.lssi.org or call (847) 635-4656.
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Mark your calendar for
Wednesday, April 21

and plan to join several hundred
Lutherans and friends who will
gather in our state’s capital to learn
about key issues affecting our state,
advocate for people in need, and
spend time in fellowship with other
advocates for Lutheran Day 2010. 
Since 2004, Lutheran Day has pro-
vided Lutherans from across Illinois
the opportunity to build relation-
ships with public officials and each
other, as well as demonstrate
Lutherans’ involvement in their
communities as citizens and as lead-
ers of charitable organizations meet-
ing human needs.  This annual
event is sponsored by a coalition of
Lutheran service organizations affil-
iated with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and/or the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
Typical activities of Lutheran Day
participants include:

▪ Studying connections between
the Christian faith and service in
God’s world 

▪ Learning about public policy is-
sues that affect people in need 

▪ Praying for government leaders
to exercise wisdom in fashioning
public policies that support the
common good 

▪ Meeting with state legislators to
advocate for specific public 
policy issues 

▪ Building a connection with other
Lutherans interested in advo-
cacy 

▪ Recognizing an outstanding
public servant with the Paul
Simon Courage in Public Service
Award. 

Questions? Please contact coordina-
tor Stephen Taylor at stephen.tay-
lor@lssi.org or (847) 635-4653
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With a new mission and goals, the
Green Team has become the Sus-
tainability Committee (SC). The
mission of the SC is to “connect the
actions of the GSLC community to
the stewardship of God’s creation”.
We plan to work closely with all
committees and the council to pro-
mote sustainability in every aspect
of church life. We will also advo-
cate, communicate & demonstrate
ideas, processes and technologies
that can move our community to
more sustainable living.

Our first project is in collaboration
with other committees: Worship,
Music and the Arts;  Parish Life; and
Christian Ed for Earth Day, Sunday,
April 18th. The SC plans to sponsor a
Green Expo that day to highlight
vendors, activities and new ideas
that can help us all live more sus-
tainably. Plans include education
and tips on eco-friendly living, local
“green” vendors, demonstration
projects, crafts and a garden plant
sale. We encourage everyone that is
able to walk, bike or use public tran-
sit to and from church on April 18th.

The SC welcomes everyone, espe-
cially youth, to join us. If you have
additional ideas for Earth Day Sun-
day events or would like to help,
contact � "":��)�'#�$ or ��''�$
� $� for more information. 
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Every Sunday members of Good
Shepherd serve us by helping lead
our worship services or by distrib-
uting communion. Please consider
joining that group. We especially
need Assisting Ministers and 
Communion Assistants at the early 
service.

There are various reasons people
hesitate to volunteer for this impor-
tant ministry.

If the thought of leading prayers
seems daunting, you should know
that you receive all of the materials
that an Assisting Ministers well in
advance of the service, including
suggested prayers.  That page of
your Assisting Minister packet fol-
lows the format that we use.  It has
the introduction to the prayers, how
you would close each prayer for the
congregation's response and what
Pastor Kathy says as the final
prayer.  Some current Assisting
Ministers use these prayers as they
are written; others use it as a start-
ing place and use some of the peti-
tions and add their own.

If singing in front of the congrega-
tion scares you, you don’t need to
worry. We can speak the Psalm.
And if there are lines in the service
that need to be sung, we can
arrange for a cantor to do that.

I plan to have an information/train-
ing session in the next month. In the
meantime, if you want to talk about
this very important service, please
contact 
*�-:�� ((�' at (773) 287-
7326 or at jbeisser46@att.net.



��&)�(#
�-"��:���-�$$�:��-�'5 daughter of �" (�:�$�:
�)) and sister of �" $�5 was baptized on February 14.

��'()C�%##*$�%$
� �)%' �:���-(5 daughter of 
 )��:�$�:��)�-:���-(5 and ��$'-:����$�'5 son of �' �
�$�:
�')��:����$�'5 received their first Holy Communion on March 14.  


�,C�%#�

�)):�$�:��'�$:�'� )�$���� celebrate the purchase of a new home in North
Riverside.  “It’s taking a little work to get it move-in ready, but we’re having fun
picking out light fixtures, tiles, etc. and doing some of the work ourselves.”  They
plan to move in April 2nd.

Thank you to the cooks – to �*)�:��!%5:
%�$:�%&�5:�" .���)�:�+�'"�$�5:
�'$ �
�%*'!�5:��(" �:
�' $% who provided our Lenten meals on Wednesday evenings so far.
Thank you also to those who have helped with set up or clean up and have washed
dishes.  All are valuable ministries.  

��%'��:4:
�' �:�"��#�$ celebrate 56 years of membership at Good Shepherd this
month.
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As you may recall, � �! :
�-5 our
Parish Administrator, was approved
for and now works full time in the
church office. Given some ongoing
personal obligations she works a
flex schedule but the core office
hours remain 9am - 3pm Monday
through Friday.

As part of this change and reflecting
the evolving Parish needs, she is
taking on the additional responsibil-
ity for bookkeeping. Curt Cruver
will remain the treasurer and con-
tinue with the overall fiduciary re-
sponsibility to the Congregation for
check authorization, payroll and fi-
nancial reporting. Vicki will pay all
non-payroll invoices beginning after
Easter. 

Another change is Space Use Policy
administration. The number of 3rd

party users has been increasing and
the time commitment to facilitate
the scheduling, agreement and fee
resolution was adversely impacting
Vicki’s primary role. As a result,
after an initial inquiry to the office,
Vicki will place a tentative hold on
the event date in the calendar and
then hand off to volunteers �+%$$�
��,�'�( for detail engagement
with the user and to ��+ $:��#%'�
to monitor the physical space use
and compliance with our policy. Ad-
ditionally the Space Use policy was
changed from a pledged donation to
a fixed fee for use to better reflect
the impact users have on the piano
and space conditions. Existing com-
munity support programs such as
AA, OA, etc are not affected by this
change.  Comments or questions:

 #:�&�$��' (708) 705-7027
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Join neighbors walking together to take a stand against
hunger in our world on Sunday, May 2.  Good Shepherd
always has a strong contingency walking or supporting

those who walk.  Families, sometimes including the dogs on
leash, participate, sharing fellowship as they walk for a cause.
Watch the Sunday Epistle for more information.
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Come learn how to energize and inspire your con-
gregation at “The Gift of Joy – The Joy of Gift” on
May 1 at the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago. This day-long conference is sponsored
by the Metropolitan Chicago Synod Stewardship
Strategy Team and the Tithing and LSTC’s Tithing
and Stewardship Foundation. 

Keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. J. Pittman McGhee,
will relate Paul’s concept of “spiritual gifts” and
“one body with many members” to psychological
and personality assessment tools. Participants will
have the opportunity to review LifeKeys and De-
pendable Strengths, two faith-based resources that
help individuals understand and use their gifts
and resources. Cost for the 8:30am – 4pm. confer-
ence is $40 per person. For more information and
to register, visit www.mcselca.org or contact Steve
Homberg at shomberg@mcselca.org or 773-248-
0021.
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What do the Bible, Qu’ran, and Jewish scriptures
say about justice? How similar or different are
they? On Sunday, April 18, scholars from each of
the Abrahamic faiths will look at those questions
during the 5th Annual Sacred Texts Conference
sponsored by A Center of Christian-Muslim En-
gagement for Peace and Justice (CCME) at LSTC.
This year the conference is hosted by the Islamic
Foundation North at 1751 North O’Plaine Road,
Libertyville, Ill.

Registration begins at 2:00 p.m.; the program
starts at 2:30pm. Dinner follows at 5pm. Sug-
gested donation for the event is $10 ($5 for stu-
dents with ID). Because space is limited, an
RSVP is required for the event. Please indicate
“program only” or “program and dinner” when
you contact Sara Trumm at ccme@lstc.edu or
773-256-0708. To learn more about CCME or the
conference, visit www.lstc.edu/ccmepj.

The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, 1100 E. 55th St., often has events
that may be of interest to you.

���)C)��C�*$)�'(
Kellie is originally from Milwaukee, WI.  She met her husband Will, originally from Cape Girardeau,
MO, while they were undergraduates at the University of Wisconsin.  Kellie completed medical
school at the University of Wisconsin.  Will completed his degree in chemical engineering
and went on to work in manufacturing.  After a brief stint in Pittsburgh, Kellie and
Will returned to the Midwest and settled in the Chicago area.  They have 2 children,
Evan (5) and Liam (2). Kellie works as a geriatric physician and researcher at the
University of Chicago.  Will is currently a full time MBA student in the Kellstadt
School at DePaul University. 
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▪ Palm Sunday – come an wave your palm

fronds joyously
▪ Maundy Thursday soup supper and service
▪ Good Friday – Children’s service at 10:30am and

regular worship at 7:30pm
▪ Easter Sunday – 8am and 10:30am services with Youth Break-

fast fundraiser in between services.  Elsie the Cow will be
whacked open to count the money for the ELCA Barnyard
project during breakfast. There is no Sunday School

��):	$+%"+��
▪ Volunteer for VBS this summer
▪ Help create a new Parish Life Committee
▪ Become an Assisting Minister
▪ Join the new Sustainability Committee/ walk or bike to work

on Earth Day Sunday
▪ Visit Morton Arboretum with the Daytimers
▪ New member classes starting

���)*'�(
▪ See why members volunteer for VBS In the Spotlight
▪ Volunteers to be honored

�%� �":
 $ ()'-
▪ CROP Walk is Sunday, May 2
▪ Check out LSSI luncheon
▪ Visit Springfield on Lutheran Day and combine your interest

in politics and social justice with your faith


